The management of cancer anemia.
Anemia is common in patients with cancer and is often exacerbated by myelosuppressive chemotherapy. If severe enough, the anemia may require red blood cell transfusion for symptomatic palliation. However, blood transfusion will never be completely safe. Inconvenience and acute transfusion reactions are a problem and there is still a small risk of hepatitis. In selected patients with cancer-related anemia, recombinant human erythropoietin is another option to consider for the symptomatic patient.